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Snapshot character summary  

4: Conservation Area within Saltford 
 

 

 

 
High Street, Saltford, showing Tunnel House and Saltford House on the left 

 

4.1 Conservation Areas 

 

4.1.1 Bath and North East Somerset Council define Conservation Areas are 'areas of special 

architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve 

or enhance' - Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.  B&NES Council 

have an obligation under the act to determine which places will be conservation areas and then, 

through the Local Plan, ensure the areas are sustained. 

 

4.1.2 Bath & North East Somerset Council is undertaking a review of the 37 Conservation Areas 

in the District in line with the latest guidance from English Heritage. Eventually, we will have a 

'Conservation Area Appraisal' for each of our designated areas.  They are yet to undertake a 

review of the Conservation Area in Saltford.  The Appraisals will define the Conservation Area 

boundaries and analyse the special architectural and historic interest of the area. They will 

identify specific features which contribute towards an area's character, such as: 

 

• historic buildings and buildings which are locally significant 

• important green and open spaces 

• significant views 

• natural elements such as trees and waterways 

• features which help make an area locally distinct  
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4.1.3 The appraisals may include intangible qualities such as activities, sights and smells which 

are characteristic of a place. The documents also identify elements that detract from the 

character of an area and would benefit from enhancement. 

 

4.2 Landscape Description 

 

4.2.1 The Conservation Area within Saltford totaling 11.5 hectares is one of 37 designated 

Conservation Areas in Bath & North East Somerset.  The area is located in the North east of the 

Parish and from its western edge gently slopes down to the River Avon.  The boundary of this 

conservation area is shown on inset map 11B of the Bath & North East Somerset Local Plan 

adopted in 2007. 

 

4.3 Key views, landmarks, buildings and details 

 

4.3.1 In April 1977 Wansdyke District Council under the 1971 Town and Country Planning Act 

designated the “old parts of Saltford around the High Street and the Old Brass Mills at the 

Shallows as a conservation area”.   

 

 
High Street, Saltford 

 

4.3.2 At the time Wansdyke District Council said the following about Saltford:   

 

    “The pleasant surroundings of Saltford together with its position astride the two ancient road 

and river routes through the Avon Valley, contributed much to its expansion as a commuter 

village.  It is also a local centre for water recreation, offering excellent rowing, sailing, angling 

and cruising facilities.  These assets, with their tranquil setting and easy access from large 

urban neighbours, have brought pressures for housing and leisure developments which could, if 

not carefully contained, overwhelm and destroy Saltford’s attractiveness.  The High Street is 

lined with an interesting mixture of irregularly sited terrace cottages and larger detached 

houses, mostly from the eighteenth century and having limestone walls and clay pantiles. This 
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mellow character has fortunately survived largely intact.  Its value is accentuated by the context 

of the buildings in the areas that surround it”. 

 

 

 
The Brass Mill, The Shallows, Saltford 

 

4.3.3 Wansdyke Council went on to further define the Conservation Area as:  

    “The designated area embraces the old core village lying between the two railways and 

traversed by the High Street and the Shallows.  In it are the buildings fronting the High Street 

from the Tunnel House to the old railway bridge in the east and those fronting the Shallows 

down to and including the Brass Mill.  Also within it is the church of St Mary, the west tower of 

which was possibly converted from a Norman structure in the 17th century.  This church has a 

notable Jacobean pulpit and a remarkable 13th century font.  Near the church is the Manor 

House, reputedly 12th century and certainly having a number of good Norman, early Tudor and 

Stuart features.  It is said to be one of the oldest inhabited houses in England.  South east of the 

Manor House is a 17th century terrace of cottages known as The Rank and having associations 

with the wool industry. The remainder of the High Street and the buildings abutting the adjoining 

lanes and footpaths present a largely unspoilt range of 17th-19th century domestic architecture.  

Attractive glimpses of the Avon Valley and the hillsides beyond, framed by blue lias limestone 

cottages and boundary walls are an important part of the character of the village”. 
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St Mary’s church, Saltford 
 

    “Clustered around the old brass mills on the river bank is a group of old cottages which 

denotes the southern limits of the conservation area.  It is linked to the northern part by a grassy 

area running down steeply to the river and is very popular with anglers or those merely wish to 

enjoy the view.  There are seventeen structures in the conservation area which are included in 

the statutory list of buildings of architectural or historic importance”. 

  

   
           Green slope at The Shallows      River Avon at The Shallows 
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4.4 Sense of place, positive features and special qualities 

 

4.4.1 The above describes through the details the positive features and special qualities of the 

sense of place that is the Conservation Area in Saltford. 

 

 

4.5 Negative features and detracting elements 

 

4.5.1 The levels of vehicular traffic in and across the Conservation Area together with on-street 

parking are at certain hours and times of the year problematic.  The solution may lie in a radical 

rethinking of traffic flow including a one-way system with the Shallows and High Street. 
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